Recovery of retching after lesions involving the nucleus of the solitary tract.
The nucleus of the solitary tract (NTS) in the caudal brainstem receives various inputs that trigger vomiting. Chemical (kainic acid) NTS lesions in decerebrate, paralyzed cats temporarily suppressed fictive vomiting induced by different emetics. Subsequently, retching but not expulsion, resumed in 2-3.5 h. Since the NTS does not appear essential for retching, antiemetic drugs targeted at the NTS may not completely suppress vomiting.